XXVili                                PREFACE.
my scientific and worthy friend, Colonel Mac-
kenzie, the Surveyor General of India, and the
warm and hearty encouragement given to me
by the learned and excellent Dr. Lumsden,
Professor of Arabic in the College of Fort Wil-
liam, stimulated me to fresh exertions j and by
unwearied application, during the detached in-
tervals of leisure which could be allowed me
from amid other duties, 1 have endeavoured to
condense these materials into the smallest pos-
sible compass without detracting from their in-
terest, and to arrange them for publication* .
It would be anticipating what will be better
done, perhaps, by severer judges, to say any
thing regarding .the'style, the arrangement, or
the matter of the work. Some few preliminary
remarks, I must, however, be permitted to make.
At every step of a traveller's progress through
Palestine, his indignation is so roused by at-
tempted impositions on his judgment, and
sometimes even on his senses, that his warm
expression,of it, in pouring forth epithets of
contempt for such absurdities, may sometimes
be conceived to display a contempt for religion
itself.. Wherever the reader meets with such
passages, he is intreated in the true spirit of
that Christian charity, "which is not easily pro-
voked, which thinketh no evil, which be&reth
all things, believeth all things, hopetli all things.